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(page 78)   At Lerwick Sept 30th 1702

This day was presented a letter from John Bruce of Symbister informing that as yet they had no clearness to give a call to any particular person to be their minister but craved that Mr Robert Gray, probationer might be continued amongst them till the meeting in March 1703 while they might have some xxxxxx of his life and doctrine.

This presbytery acquiesced in the will of the  letter and appointed accordingly.

(page 81 - bottom)   At Lerwick  November 5th 1702

The said day Mr Robert Gray probationer

(page 82)   At Lerwick March 31st 1703

After prayer the Presbytery finding the call given to Mr Robert Gray had been legally proceeded in did after mature deliberation think fit to call him in and presented the same unto him which being done he accepted thereof.

The Presbytery therefore thought fit to admit to trials whereupon the said Mr Gray gave in a Testimony he had from the Presbytery of Hamilton bearing that he had formerly passed the most of the ordinary steps of trial in ordained locum to a charge in New Jersey.  The Presbytery appointed him to exercise and add upon Coll.2  Ch 17 which are a shadow of things to come etc and to be delivered to him at the next meeting the 1st Wednesday of May next.

(page 93 – top)   At Nesting  July 29th 1703

Mr Robert Gray ordained
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(page 99)   At Tingwall   November 27th 1717    (Privie Censures)

Mr Robert Gray being removed and the minds of several being enquired about him, it was the opinion of several, that the company Mr Gray kept in Lerwick was not so agreeable and that he was too oft there in the intervals of the Presbyteries and that partly the house he quartered in exposed him to a great many temptations.

It was also alleged that he was no so diligent as he ought to be in visitations and examinations among his own people.  Mr Gray called in and the premises intimated to him, he did not altogether refuse them and promised to change his quarters and beware of coming to Lerwick except at Presbyteries and about necessary business.

As to his diligence in his parish, he knew that he had be unjustly reflected on, upon that and by several, however he should endeavour to behave himself among his people so that there might be no just occasion given for reflections on that and for the time coming.

(page 101 – same session)

The Reverend Mr Gray having since his ordination laboured under a weighty grievance, viz. the want of a manse and being obliged to build a small house on his own expenses, which is now fallen down, therefore applies to the Reverend Presbytery to fall upon such measures that he may have sufficient accommodation.  The Presbytery appoint a meeting at Neep at Nesting for visiting the manse and receiving Mr Gray’s grievances there anent, the first Wednesday of February next.

(page 102)   Nesting   February 6th 1718

After prayer sederunt the Reverend Mr John Duncan Moderator, Mrs Jo Cumming, Robert Gray, James Greirson and Andrew Fisken. Absent, Mrs Ja Buchan, George Duncan, Thomas Hay and Mr James Milne all excused.

Mr John Cumming chosen clerk pro tempore.  No Presbyterical exercise at this time being an extraordinary meeting.

The Moderator did enquire Mr Gray if he had acquainted his Herictors with the time and occasion of this meeting.  Who answered he had.  The Heretors being called compeared Thomas Hunter of Lunna, Arthur Nicolson of Bulister in his own name and in name of William Henderson of Gairdie, William Tarrell of Laxoe.  A letter was presented from the Laird of Quendaill that the Presbytery could make little of.

The minister reported that Symbister and Challasetter who could not be present by reason of the marriage of Challasetter’s daughter were cheerful to comply with any thing that could be reasonably done for the accommodation of the minister, as should be determined by the Presbytery and the Heretors present.

The Presbytery, though there were several of the Heretors absent, yet considering this meeting being timeously intimate to them, and the occasion of it, and that some of the most considerable had signified their mind with respect to their willingness to accommodate their minister and the rest had opined nothing against it.  Thought fit to commune with the heretors present anent the affair.  Therefore the Presbytery have here into discoursed the gentlemen with respect to the accommodation of Mr Gray their minister with a convenient and legal manse.  It was agreed and condescended upon both by the gentlemen and minister that they there present, should by Mr Gray’s direction and oversight prepare and build a manse for him, and order the workmen to set about the work quamprimam.  And that they would pay the whole charges till the work should be finished according to Mr Gray’s mind, upon condition the said Mr Gray would engage by bond the payment of what the rest of the Herectors xxxx calculations should be found due and that they should receive a rent for that part given out by them for the absent Heretors, ay and while the sum shall remain unpayed.  To which Mr Gray and the Presbytery did agree and thanked the gentlement for their generous offer.

(page 253)  At Lerwick 25th October 1721

Anent, Mr Robert Grays refusal to obey the several appointments of Presbytery to supply at Weisdale, as also other former appointments as appears by their minutes, and that when the Moderator named him last meeting he said in open Presbytery that he would not be appointed by them, and though desired by the Moderator to obey as he would be answerable;  yet had neither done it, nor offered any excuse why he did not;  The Presbytery did therefore preremptorie appoint him to be present at their next meeting and answer these things, and for these and other reasons, the Presbytery appointed a visitation of his parish at their next meeting, and appointed him to make intimation of the said visitation to his people and preach on his ordinary the said day, and appoint the clerk to acquaint Mr Gray of the same.

(page 256)   At the Kirk of Nesting  20th March 1722

(page 259)   Vassa,  29th March 1722

Yesterdays minutes being read, the Presbytery thought fit to take under consideration what they had referred of the visitation, and anent Mr Gray in this day.  Accordingly Mr Gray being removed, and the Presbytery finding that there had been several reports spread abroad concerning the said M Gray, not very agreeable to his character which the Presbytery having enquired into this day, and laid the same before him, and received particular answers from himself thereto, found upon the whole that they can fix nothing upon his as Ground of Process, and therefore all the Presbytery thought fit to do at this time, was to enjoin their brother Mr Gray to caution and circumspection in his conversations at all time coming, and that he give no just reason of scandalous reflections upon him, with certification they will be obliged to prosecute him accordingly.  But in the meantime, they did not think fit to record either these reflections or his answers thereto in the present minutes, but that the clerk should keep the same in Retentis among the Presbytery papers, in case there may be use for them afterwards.

The said Mr Gray being called in, the same was intimated to him, and he admonished accordingly.

Mr Gray being interrogate whe he had never administered the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper in his Parish answered that he had no Kirk nor house, nor, a fund for Communion elements, that, few seemed inclined to desire it, or where fit for it, and should he celebrate the same, was afraid they might fore themselves on it.  Further why he had not school in the parish answered he had once settled a school in each parish but the salary was neither sufficient or well paid, and therefore noe would undertake it.  As to Elders and Deacons that he will choose more if he can get them.  That he shall take care to recover the Poors money as above.  That he will endeavour to bring the Session Register into the Presbytery at, their meeting in August, that hes has not his grievances ready, but will give them in writing to the next Presbytery.

(page 277)  At Burravoe,  Yell    6th March 1723

Mr Robert Gray Minister of Nesting, represented to the Presbytery that both his own Private Affairs, and the accommodation of the Minister of Nesting in Kirks, Schools and Manse called him South, and therefore desired the Presbyteries leave to go.  Which the Presbytery having heard granted the same, and thought fit to join him in commission with Mr John Duncan formerly nominated Commissioner to the next General Assembly.

(page 340)  Bressay   30th June 1726

Mr Robert Gray Minister of Nesting laid before the Presbytery that there was several things that were grievances to him in his charge, and particularly his want of a Manse and therefore desired that the next meeting of Presbytery might be at Nesting for visiting his charge.

The Presbytery having heard and considered Mr Gray’s desires they appointed their next meeting at Bulliester in Nesting the sixth day of September next, and that upon the day following being the seventh of that month there would be a visitation of his charge, and that their brother Mr Gray serve an edict in due form that the congregation be warned to be present al Bulliester, when and where he is to preach upon his Ordinary, and that the unresiding Heritors be acquainted by letters.  All which being intimated to him he promised so to do.

(page 392)   Urie   14th August 1729

the Presbytery proceeded to choose their commissioners to next Assembly and after being named by the Moderator, Mr Robert Gray and Mr Thomas Hay Ministers and James Graigie, Bailie of Lerwick Ruling Elder were unanimously chosen Commissioner to next Ensuing Assembly.  And they appoint their next meeting of the Presbyteery at Lerwick the first Wednesday of March next, at which time the Commission and Instructions are to be drawn up.

(page 399)   Lerwick  March 6th 1730

This day the Presbytery considering that Mr Gray was absent from this Presbytery and being persuaded that he is no to go South as their Commissioner did unanimously make choice of Mr Thomas Hay minister at Yell and Mr William Gifford minister at Northmavin and Baillie, James Graigie, Ruling Elder in Lerwick.  To represent them in the next General Assembly.
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Questions asked by the Moderator at Privy Censures

1. 
Do you read a large portion of scripture every Lords day to your congregation as is enjoined by several acts of Assembly?

2.
Do you preach Catechelical doctrine to your congregation as is enjoined by the 18th Act of Assembly 1695/6?

3.
Is the sacrament of the Lords Supper celebrated in your parish, at least once every year, according to the appointment of several acts of Assembly?

4.
Do you administer the sacrament of Baptism in an orderly way, when the congregation is convened, as is enjoined by several acts of Assembly particularly the 10th Act of Assembly 1690?

5.
Do you catechise your parish once every year at least as is appointed by acts of Assembly?

6.
Do you visit the families of your parish, at least once a year in a ministerial way according to the 10th Act of Assembly 1708?

7. 
Do you and your elders call for Testimonials from such as come to your parish according to the acts of Assembly, particularly the 13th Act of Assembly 1694?

8.
Do you keep frequent meetings with your sessions for prayer, and conference concerning the stat of the parish and the growth or decay of Godliness, and the success of the Gospel in it, according to the 7th Act of Assembly 1699?

9.
Are there any Papists in your parish, and do you observe the Acts of Assembly concerning them, particularly as to dealing with them for their conviction?

(page 23)   At Lerwick   7th June 1732

The Presbytery being likeways informed, that the Laird of Busta was come to town in order to lay before them the Earl of Morton’s presentation to Mr Robert Gray, Minister of Lunnasting and Nesting, to be Minister of these united parishes of Aithsting and Sandsting.  The thought proper to send some of their number viz. Mr John Duncan and Mr John Hay to converse with Busta there anent, who accordingly went and having discoursed with him and desired him to delay that affair, at this time, in regard the Presbytery resolved to write his Lordship concerning said matter, whereupon Busta was pleased to defer doing any thing therein, upon condition that the Presbytery should lay the same before his Lordship, and sist (delay) any procedure in said affair until his Lordships answer should return.

Also the resolved to send yet one of their number to sound the said parishes to see if they would go in to the Earl’s presentation, and if they would not that they also migh supplicate the Earl to drop the presentation, in the persons pavours presented, or present some other whom them might expect more benefit by.

(page xxx)   Olnafirth    September 6th 1732

This day the Presbytery by Mr Gray’s own consent appoint a Presbyterial visitation of the united parishes of Nesting, Lunnasting, Whalsay and Skerries, to meet at Nesting the first Wednesday of November next, being the first day of said month;  and that Mr Gray minister of these united parishes preach upon his ordinary before the Presbytery said day, and that he at least ten days before make intimation hereof in the several congregations of his ministry, and that he write letters to non residing heritors, and all others concerned in the lands within the said ministry that they attend the said day, for giving their advice and concurrence, in furnishing their minister with a legal, sufficient and habitable manse, with certification.

(page xxx)  At the Kirk of Nesting   November 1st 1732

Anent the visitation of Nesting, Lunnasting, Whalsay and Skerries the Presbytery being met in the church and the congregation convened, Mr Gray minister of the place preached upon his ordinary from Genesis.6.3 My Spirit shall not always shrive with man and etc and was approved.

The Presbytery proceeded to visitation, and the Elders being called and the ordinary questions put to them, they gave satisfactory answers to all of them excepting with respect to the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper which they said their minister had administered only once since he was their minister, 2. that there is one person in the parish of Lunnasting who has been long under the scandal of adultery, and is not yet absolved.

Minister and heads of families being called in and the ordinary questions put to them they gave answers accordingly.  They owned that the Elders had not subscribed to the Confession of Faith.  2. That they do not send a Ruling Elder to the Presbytery.  3. That they have no school master.  4.  That they have a Session Clerk in Lunnasting, but none in Whalsay or Nesting.  5. That his officers in each parish are some what negligent in their offices.

The Minister and Elders where enquired anent the heads of families, who gave no bad account of them.

The Minister being interrogate with respect to the Kirk, Manse and etc.  It was answered by him that the expenses of the roof is resting.  2nd that the Kirks of Lunnasting and Whalsay are going very fast to ruins and that none of them have yard dykes about them, that there is but one Communion Cup in the whole Ministry, and a small Table Cloth, but no basons, The Minister hath no Manse;  that the xxxxx lies scattered in the parish of Nesting, and most discontiguous, that the Ministers stipend is bewixt eight and nine hundred Merks Scots;  that they have no salary for a school master, only just now they are allowed thirty pound Scots by the Society for Propagating Christian knowledge for falling upon, that his officers want salaries, that there is a Merk land in Houl in Whalsay mortified by one Halcrow, and that the mortification xxxx is in the minister’s hands.  Whereupon the Presbytery appointed the same to be registrated in the public register of this country for conservation.  The Minister ---------   and that according to the Mortification the Session of Whalsay are the only managers, and that the rent thereof is fiven towards the payment of the precentors fee.

Heritors were called in, compared Baillie Hunter, Laurence Alexanderson, Hugh Sinclair of Skelberrie, Laurence Tarrel of Laxo, all residing heritors, Hugh Tarrel portioner in Norgol, sent word by his brother Laxo and Skelberrie that he was willing to concur in building a Manse for the Minister, also there came a private letter from Girlsta of yesterdays date whereon he acknowledges the receipt of a letter from Mr Gray, but writes that he could not attend him another from Henry Sinclair of Swinning of 27th October owning the receipt of Mr Grays letter.

The Presbytery taking the whole to consideration, and in the first place as to the visitation, they did recommend to the Minister diligence in his Ministerial work, and considering that his people had given such good accounts of him desired he might be encouraged in the Lord, and always be worthy of such a character in time coming, mean time they recommend it to him that the things complained of by his people might be amended, especially with respect to the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, which he had so very much neglected, and that he would be at all pains to prepare his people for the SANCE???  Secondly as to the building of a new Manse, the Presbytery found that several of the heritors had not got legal intimation with respect to this meeting, therefore they thought fit to appoint a new diet for taking the said affair under consideration, and if possible to conclude it, They did therefore recommend it to Mr Robert Gray to make public intimation, as also to write to the non residing Heritors to compear at Lerwick the first Wednesday of January next before the Presbytery, and to have their workmen in readiness to join with the Minister’s workmen, and in declaring upon oath what they judge it will take to make a sufficiently habitable legal manse for the Minister of Nesting, that so the Presbytery may give discreet accordingly, or delay the same as shall see cause, but that in case the Heritors thus acquainted, do not compear, nor produce workmen, the Presbytery will proceed upon the workmen chosen by the Minister of Nesting, and it was recommended to the Moderator to draw a draught of a letter to be sent to the unresiding heritors in the above terms, to be subscribed by Mr Gray and sent to them.  And it was particularly recommended to Mr Gray himself to be present with his workment at the foresaid Presbytery in case the Heritors should not compear there, that so the affair might not be longer delayed.

(page 37)  Lerwick  January 3rd 1733

Anent the Manse in Nesting, Mr Robert Gray was interrogate if he had write his nonresiding Heritors conform to Appointment of last Presbytery, owned he had been deficient, in not writing to them all, but had informed his residing Heritors from the pulpit.  The Presbytery continue their former appointment on the said Mr Gray, to give legal warning to all his Heritors, and have his workmen in readiness against next Presbytery.

Said day the Presbytery taking to their serious consideration, that the united parishes of Aithsting and Sandsting have now been long vacant and finding that one great cause thereof was upon the account of a presentation sent by the Right Honourable Earl of Morton to Mr Robert Gray minister of Nesting, and that the said Mr Gray having been interrogate by the Presbytery at their meeting at Nesting, November last, whether he would accept the said presentation or refuse it, had refused to give any positive answer.  The Presbytery thought fit again to propose the same to him, to which he returned answer that he had never seen his Lordships presentation, nor had the offer thereof, but that he was resolved to answer his Lordships letter to his Lordships satisfaction, but would give no further satisfaction to the Presbytery.  Whereupon the Presbytery for their own exoneration resolved to write an answer to the letter they received from the said Earl of Morton the first Wednesday of September last, and appointed Mr James Greirson and John Duncan to draw a draught of the said letter to be laid before the Presbytery tomorrow, that the same may be considered by the Presbytery, and write out in Mundo to be sent south to his Lordship by the first occasion.

(page 40)   Lerwick 7th March 1733

Anent the Manse of Nesting Mr Robert Gray minister there, being enquired if he had given legal warning to all his Heritors, according to appointment of Presbytery, and if he had his workmen ready conform to former appointment.  Mr Gray answered, that he had given all his Heritors legal warning, and had his workmen ready upon a call, also presented by Mr Robert Gray a lettere from Simbister, anent the building of his Manse which was read and considered by the Presbytery.

(page 44 and 45)   At the Kirk of Lerwick   June 6th 1733

Anent the Manse of Nesting, the Presbytery considering that his affair has been so long delayed, resolve to bring the same to a period, and therefore they appoint that workmen such as masons wrights etc both on the Heritors and Ministers side be in readiness against the 2nd Wednesday of July to compear before the Presbytery at Lerwick, about 12 of clock forenoon and proceed in said affair meantime appoints a return to Simbister’s letter, and Mr John Duncan to write to the nonresiding Heritors, and the Minister to make intimation publicly.

(page 48)  at Lerwick  11th July 1733

This day compeared John Hay of Balbytham Esq and acquainted the Presbytery that he had received a letter from Mr John Duncan anent Mr Robert Gray’s Manse, and he desired the Presbytery might not pass any discreet at this time, but that they write a letter to the Right Honourable the Earl of Morton concerning that affair, and that they deliver him the said letter and her would take care to transmit the same to his Lordship, and return his Lordships answer to the Presbytery against the first of January next, and Mr Gray being present both he and the Presbytery were satisfied with his proposal.
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(page 22)   At Lerwick   January 3rd 1750

This day it was reported to the Presbytery that Mr Robert Gray minister at Nesting died the 10th of November last.

(page 45)   At the Kirk of Lerwick   5th June 1751

Moderation of a call to Mr George Reid to be minister of Nesting, Lunnasting Whalsay and Skerries.

Thereafter Mr George Reid represented to the Presbytery, than in regard there is no manse or any other house in the Ministry of nesting to accommodate his family craved that the Presbytery, in case a call should come out in his bavours, might be pleased to defer his settlement at least till the middle of October next, in regard of the situation of his family in Fair Isle, who cannot conveniently flit to the mainland before that time;  which the Presbytery taking under consideration, the readily granted the said Mr Reid his desire.
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Information, Complaint or a lybell by Robert Bruce of Simbister, Robert Hunter of Lunna and Laurence Smith merchant in Whalsay against Mr Robert Gray Minister at Nesting, Lunnasting, Whalsay and Skerries;  Given in to the Reverend Presbytery of Zetland, Relative to the Minutes of the said Presbytery’s visitation of the said Mr Robert Gray of date the 28th and 29th days of July 1736.

By the word of God and Acts of the General Assembly of this National Church, Bishops and Pastors, should be blameless in their lives, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach, not given to drunkenness, not greedy of filthy lucre, nor covetous, diligent in the discharge of their Holy Function, and, by the Acts of the General Assembly should lecture and preach in the forenoon, and preach in the afternoon every Lords day, and then sing psalms and pray before and after preaching, should visit all the families in their Parishes, in a ministerial way at least once every year, and should catechise the People under their charge and preach Catechetical Doctrine , and instruct them in the Principles of Christian religion, and Administer not only the Sacrement of Batism but also the Lords Supper, and visit the sick, travelling from house to house, instructing, admonishing and encouraging them as their life requires, and should be pious in their conversation, and give good example to all, careful to have Elders and Deacons in the several corners of their parishes, Impartial in the exercise of discipline and should faithfully cal for, xxxx and lay out the collections and funds for the Poor, and keep records of discipline and accounts of the poors money, and yearly lay the same before the Presbytery to be examined, and approven or disapproven, and also should solemnise marriages in a public or regular way and manner.

Nevertheless this of verity, that the said Mr Robert Gray has been greatly guilty in all, at least diverse of the above particulars, in so far as, Tho’ he was admitted minister of the foresaid united parishes about the year one thousand seven hundred and three, yet he has never administered the Holy Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper in any of the foresaid united parishes save once, and that in the year one thousand seven hundred and twenty eight as more particularly mentioned in the minutes of the Presbytery anent the visitation of the said Mr Robert Gray’s charge at Lunnna the 28th July 1736.

Secondly, the said Mr Robert Gray is not apt to teach, and any talent he ever had that way is greatly decayed, by his not giving attendance to study and reading, nor stirring up himself to a lively discharge of his duty of preaching, as appears by his frequent neglect of that duty, and mean performance thereof when he is employed therein, and so averse thereto is he, that sometimes it is two or three of the clock afternoon ere he begin his public exercise on the Lord’s day, and seldom does he lecture, only preach on short sermon, and never has gone through the catechism in preaching Catechetical Doctrine in any of his Churches, tho’ he has had about thirty four years for doing thereof as more particularly narrated in the foresaid minutes.

Thirdly, the said Mr Robert Gray is very negligent in the duty of Catechising, in so much, that he has not these many years by past Catechised the People of Whalsay except a few in June last, whereby Gross Ignatance dols abound in these United Parishes as more particularly mentioned in the foresaid minutes.

Fourthly, the said Mr Robert Gray neglects the Edigying Duty of family visitation in a ministerial way, tho’ it be required by the Tenth Act of the General Assembly in the year one thousand seven hundred and eight;  and he does not attend or visit sick and dying persons, when invited;  and so they are deprived of the comfort and direction which faithful ministers use to administer, particularly he did not visit when called, to Malcom Hughson and David Sutherland as particularly contained in the foresaid minutes.

Fifthly, the said Mr Robert Gray does not take care of the due Inspection of the People under his charge, in order to the suppression of vice by admonition, and the exercise of Church Discipline, and providing for the poor, and in diverse corners of the United Parishes has not Elders and Deacons particularly has noe in Whalsay and Skerries, neither has he obliged his elders to sign the Formula according to the Acts of Assembly, and has no Record of Procedure and Actings of the Session he has, at least not for these thirty four years produced the same to the Presbytery, nor does it appear how the Poors Money has be disposed on, tho’ the collections and fines be considerable, and might have been much more, had he, not uplifted twelve pounds from Margaret Gun Fornicatrix, and four or six pounds from Lawrence Jameson, and four pounds from Margaret Stewart, neither of which fines where delivered to any person in Whalsay or Skerries who keeps the Poors Money, as more particularly mentioned in the foresaid minutes, and the said Mr Robert Gray does seldom convene the sessions, and they never meet for considering the state of religion in the parish nor for prayer, and so negligent is he, that the visitation in said month of July last, he owned he had not the usual books and papers to produce appointed by the General Assembly for every parish.

Sixthly, the said Mr Robert Gray did marry Hector Rendale in Skerries who had been a widower for a month or six weeks to Elspeth Irvine, with whom the said Rendale was suspected to have been guilty of adultery when his first wife was alive, and that without proclamation of their marriage banns or a competent number of Habile Witnesses, also without advice of any person in Skerries taken in that matter, and also did make choice of a most unfit time to marry the foresaid persons, which was when the Hail Masters of Familys and all other men living in Skerries were fishing at sea, and within a few weeks after said marriage the foresaid woman parted with child which was known to be a male, and as such was presumed to be begotten by the said Rendale when his first wife was alive.   This clandestine and irregular marriage was soleminised by said Mr Robert Gray in the year one thousand seven hundred and twenty seven or one thousand seven hundred and twenty eight, or one or other of those years.

Seventhly, by the above particulars it is evident that the said Mr Robert Gray is not vigilant, nor apt to teach, but is supinely negligent in his function, and does not answer the end of his settlement in the said united parishes;  and this is the more aggravated, that the libellers did in a friendly manner tell him, privately of his neglect of duty, and afterward did acquaint two Reverend Ministers of the Presbytery thereof, and by what follows it further appears that he is a scandal to the holy office he was invested with, being given to the sin of drunkenness, and is a haunter of Ale Houses, and among many instances therein, these following are (considered) on. Viz.  In the month of February one thousand seven hundred and twenty five years or one or other months of that year, in the House of Simbister, having got liquor in John Bachop’s ship when is more fully set forth in the foresaid minutes of said visitation (________ unreadable ________) ;  Another instance of his drunkenness was on Saturdays night about the twelvth day of November one thousand seven hundred and twenty five years or one or other of the days in that month the said Mr Robert Gray was so drunk in the house of William Lesk in Leigh in Whalsay that he could not walk to bed on his feet and such of the family as were in that house at the time not being able to carry him to bed, he did sleep the whole night in a chair at the fireside.  A third instance of his drunkenness was in the house of Lunna or years thereof upon or about the (left blank) day of (left blank) one thousand seven hundred and thirty five years, where he miscarried so far that he called Lunna a horse and his lady a mare.  A fourth instance of his drunkenness is that in or about the month of August one thousand seven hundred and twenty nine years he cam from baptising a child of William Jamesons in Garden to the huse of Lunna in which house the Reverend Mr Thomas Waldie Minister of the Gospel at Lerwick wne about family worship, where the said Mr Robert Gray fell asleep and through his drunkenness continued sleeping on his knees teill after prayers made by Mr Waldie were over, for which Mr Waldie di, at that time reprove his, as more particularly mentioned in the said minutes.  A fifth instance of his drunkenness is that in the summer of the year one thousand seven hundred and thirty four or one thousand seven hundred and thirty five or one or other of those years, he was so drunk in  Skerries, that he was incapable of going about any Ministerial duty or even to travel to his bed, but was supported by or rather carried from the Booth of Skerries where he drunk his liquor to his quarters in Otto Noble’s house in said island.

This information consisting of the two preceding pages and, the thirteen lines on this page, above the battering is subscribed by the said Robert Bruce of Simbister for himself and as having Power of Commission from the said Robert Hunter of Lunna and Lawrence Smith, merchant in Whalsay to prosecute the above affair, at Lerwick this first day of June one thousand seven hundred and thirty seven years.

